HISTORY OF THE EARLY CHURCH
WEEK 2

THE PREPARATION

Acts 1:1 In my first book | told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and teach 2
until the day he was taken up to heaven after giving his chosen apostles further instructions
through the Holy Spirit. 3 During the forty days after his crucifixion, he appeared to the
apostles from time to time, and he proved to them in many ways that he was actually alive. And
he talked to them about the Kingdom of God. 4 Once when he was eating with them, he
commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as |
told you before. 5 John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit.” 6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time
come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” 7 He replied, “The Father alone has the
authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you to know. 8 But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people
about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” NLT

WHAT IS THE FOCUS OF JESUS’ INSTRUCTION?

WHAT WAS THE DISCIPLES’ FOCUS?

WHAT WAS THE RESULTANT ORDER?




THE PROCESS

Acts 1:15-17 During this time, when about 120 believers were together in one place, Peter
stood up and addressed them. 16 “Brothers,” he said, “the Scriptures had to be fulfilled
concerning Judas, who guided those who arrested Jesus. This was predicted long ago by the
Holy Spirit, speaking through King David. 17 Judas was one of us and shared in the ministry
with us.” NLT

Acts 1:21  “So now we must choose a replacement for Judas from among the men who were
with us the entire time we were traveling with the Lord Jesus 22 from the time he was baptized
by John until the day he was taken from us. Whoever is chosen will join us as a witness of Jesus’
resurrection.” 23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus)
and Matthias. 24 Then they all prayed, “O Lord, you know every heart. Show us which of these
men you have chosen 25 as an apostle to replace Judas in this ministry, for he has deserted us
and gone where he belongs.” 26 Then they cast lots, and Matthias was selected to become an
apostle with the other eleven. NLT

WHY WERE THE DISCIPLES CONCERNED WITH A REPLACEMENT?

WHAT WERE THE REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT DID THEY THINK WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENT?

WHAT DID IT COME DOWN TO?




