HISTORY OF THE EARLY CHURCH
WEEK 10

CHURCH TO THE NEXT LEVEL

Acts 10:1-5 In Caesarea there lived a Roman army officer named Cornelius, who was a captain
of the Italian Regiment. 2 He was a devout, God-fearing man, as was everyone in his
household. He gave generously to the poor and prayed regularly to God. 3 One afternoon
about three o’clock, he had a vision in which he saw an angel of God coming toward him.
“Cornelius!” the angel said. 4 Cornelius stared at him in terror. “What is it, sir?” he asked the
angel. And the angel replied, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have been received by God as
an offering! 5 Now send some men to Joppa, and summon a man named Simon Peter. 6 He is
staying with Simon, a tanner who lives near the seashore.” NLT

WHAT DID GOD USE?

WHY DID HE USE THIS?

DREAMS AND VISIONS...

Acts 10:9-20 The next day as Cornelius’s messengers were nearing the town, Peter went up on
the flat roof to pray. It was about noon, 10 and he was hungry. But while a meal was being
prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw the sky open, and something like a large sheet was
let down by its four corners. 12 In the sheet were all sorts of animals, reptiles, and birds. 13
Then a voice said to him, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat them.” 14 “No, Lord,” Peter declared. “I
have never eaten anything that our Jewish laws have declared impure and unclean.” 15 But the
voice spoke again: “Do not call something unclean if God has made it clean.” 16 The same
vision was repeated three times. Then the sheet was suddenly pulled up to heaven. 17 Peter
was very perplexed. What could the vision mean? Just then the men sent by Cornelius found
Simon’s house. Standing outside the gate, 18 they asked if a man named Simon Peter was
staying there. 19 Meanwhile, as Peter was puzzling over the vision, the Holy Spirit said to him,
“Three men have come looking for you. 20 Get up, go downstairs, and go with them without
hesitation. Don’t worry, for | have sent them.” NLT

WHAT HAPPENS TO REVELATION?

WHAT IS THE ISSUE AT THE HEART OF THIS REVELATION?




NO FAVORITES

Acts 10:34-36 Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that God shows no favoritism. 35 In every
nation he accepts those who fear him and do what is right. 36 This is the message of Good
News for the people of Israel—that there is peace with God through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of
all. NLT

WHAT IS FAVORITISM?

HOW DOES IT AFFECT THE CHURCH?

WHAT DOES IT DO TO REVELATION?

OUTSIDE MAN’S DOING!

Acts 10:44-48 Even as Peter was saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were
listening to the message. 45 The Jewish believers who came with Peter were amazed that the
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles, too. 46 For they heard them
speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter asked, 47 “Can anyone object to their being
baptized, now that they have received the Holy Spirit just as we did?” 48 So he gave orders for
them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Afterward Cornelius asked him to stay with
them for several days. NLT

WHY DID GOD POUR OUT THE HOLY SPIRIT BEFORE PETER WAS FINISHED?

WHAT WAS THE ISSUE CONCERNING BAPTISM?

WHY IS THAT RELEVANT FOR THE CHURCH?




